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UTICA NATIONAL INSURANCE GROUP 

SAFE DRIVER AWARD RULES

1.0 AWARD PLAN

1.1 Performance

The Award Plan is a means of recognizing drivers with good safety records. The rules are explicit regarding the safety performance that is expected of professional drivers and their ability to operate vehicles without involvement in preventable accidents.

1.2 Description Of Awards

Drivers who earn awards are given wallet type certificates showing the number of years of safe driving and a safe driver emblem.

1.3 Records

Utica National Insurance Group maintains a record of all drivers enrolled in the award program and updates the information annually.

1.4 Effective Date

The rules governing the administration of Utica National Insurance Group’s safe driver award program became effective April 1,1975 and are not retroactive.

2.0 ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

2.1 Eligible Organizations

Only those organizations that are insured with auto liability and collision coverage from Utica National Insurance Group are eligible to enroll their drivers.

2.2 Eligible Drivers

All employees of eligible organizations whose regular daily assignment includes driving company owned or operated vehicles are eligible for enrollment and those who drive without being involved in a preventable vehicle accident are eligible to earn a safe driver award. Our award program does not distinguish between territories, seasons, holidays, weather or other characteristics particular to drivers such as age, gender, nationality or operating restrictions.

3.0 DEFINITIONS

3.1 Accident

A vehicle accident is an occurrence involving the insured’s owned or operated vehicle that results in death, injury, and/or property damage.

3.1 Preventable Accident Definition

A preventable accident is any occurrence involving a company owned or operated vehicle which results in death, injury and/or property damage, regardless of who was insured, what property was damaged or to what extent, or where it occurred, in which the driver failed to do everything that reasonably could have been done to prevent the occurrence.

3.2 Defensive Driver

A DEFENSIVE DRIVER commits no driving errors and makes allowances for the lack of skill or improper driving practices of other drivers. A DEFENSIVE DRIVER adjusts driving to compensate for unusual weather, road/traffic conditions, and the unsafe actions of pedestrians and other drivers. By being alert to accident inducing situations, a DEFENSIVE DRIVER recognizes the need for preventative actions in advance and takes the necessary precautions to slow down, stop or yield to the right-of-way to avoid involvement.

4.0 DETERMINING ACCIDENT PREVENTABILITY 

4.1 Determining Preventability

Your company’s Fleet Safety Coordinator, working with your Transportation Supervisor, Fleet Safety Committee, Risk Manager or Company Executive should determine the preventability of each accident. Utica National’s Risk Management Representatives are also available to assist with determining accident preventability.

4.2 Recording Decisions

The decisions regarding preventability must be documented and maintained. The date of each preventable accident must be reported on the application for Safe Driver Award Form 5-MV-1 for all drivers enrolled in the program and the form must be submitted to the Risk Management Safe Driver Award Unit for processing.

5.0 COMPUTING SAFE DRIVING RECORDS

5.1 Terms Used

Under Utica National Insurance Group’s Safe Driver Award Program, a driver’s safe driving career is divided into two phases known as the “proving period” and the “penalty period.”

5.2 Proving Period

A driver’s proving period begins at enrollment and ends when 36 consecutive months of driving without a preventable accident are achieved. During the proving period, if a driver has a preventable accident, the proving period starts all over again. A driver may earn the applicable safe driver awards for 1, 2, and 3 consecutive years of driving without a preventable accident during the proving period. A driver may earn the one-year or two-year award several times, however the three-year award can be earned only once.

After achieving the three-year award, a driver moves into the phase known as the penalty period.

5.3 Penalty Period

In the penalty period of the Safe Driver Award Plan, a driver is penalized for each preventable accident by having the date of the next higher award delayed one year.

For example, a driver earned the three-year award and if another 12 months are driven without a preventable accident, the four-year award will be earned. However, if the driver has one preventable accident before earning the four-year award, the driver is penalized one year and will not earn the four-year award until 24 months after the three-year award.

6.0 APPLICATIONS FOR AWARDS

6.1 Certifying Drivers

Driver’s records are certified and Safe Driver Awards are issued when a properly completed application for Safe Driver Awards Form 5-MV-1 is received by Risk Management Safe Driver Award Unit.

6.2 Certification Options

Safe Driving Time may be computed for any number of years prior to auto liability and collision coverage from Utica, provided records and accident reports were maintained.

Certification of prior years is Option A.



Options B is used when previous records and accident reports are not available to 



support retroactive certification and drivers start their proving period on the effective 



date for auto liability and collision coverage from Utica.

6.3 Supporting Retroactive Certification

Policyholders may use Option A only if they have complete and accurate records of individual performance of drivers for the entire period being certified. Reports of all accidents must be in sufficient detail to determine the preventability under Utica National Insurance Group’s Safe Driver Award Rules. When using Option A, Utica will certify only full year increments prior to our policy effective date. Partial years will not be certified.

6.4 Initial Application Using Form 5-MV-1

The form should be completed in a legible manner and is considered to be certified when signed and dated by the Risk Management rep who services the policyholder. Initial and subsequent applications should be sent to Risk Management Safe Driver Award Unit for processing.

(a) Column – Drivers Name

List drivers in alphabetical order by last name, first name and middle initials as they are to be spelled on award certificate. Please do not use nicknames.

(b) Column – Last Award Issued

1. When submitting the initial application and enrolling drivers under Option A, the Year/Month/Day recorded should reflect whole years that are free of preventable accidents prior to the effective date of Utica National Insurance Group’s policy for auto liability and collision coverage.

For example, our policy effective date is 07/01/93. A driver wants credit for his accident free driving record retroactive to his last preventable accident retroactive to 07/01/77.

2. When submitting the initial application and enrolling drivers under Option B, 

the Year/Month/Day should reflect the effective date of the policy for auto liability and collision coverage.

3. If the driver was hired after the effective date of the policy, record zeros in 

column.

(c) Column – Dates of All Preventable Accidents

1. When submitting the initial application, this column should be left blank.

2.  When submitting subsequent applications, report the Year/Month/Day of all preventable accidents that occurred during the award period.

(d) Column – Now Eligible For

1. When submitting the initial application, this column should be left blank.

2.   When submitting subsequent applications, report the Year/Month/Day if an    

      award was earned and indicate the cumulative number of years of safe 

      driving.

6.5 Updating Form 5-MV-1

The Risk Management Safe Driver Award Unit will send an updated list of drivers to the respective Regional Risk Management Manager with awards that are issued and this list should be used in preference to any similar list bearing an earlier date. Risk Management prefers replacing a lost list rather than a region submitting a new list. As newly qualified drivers earn awards, they should be added to the bottom of the list. Additional supplies of form 5-MV-1 should be requested from the Risk Management Safe Driver Award Unit.

6.6 Corrections and Changes to Form 5-MV-1

If a driver’s name is incorrect or misspelled, draw a line through the entry and re-enter the necessary change at the bottom of the list. This procedure should be used for correcting errors in other columns. To drop a driver from the award program, simply draw a line through the entry.

6.7 Processing Applications

The initial application enrolling drivers in our award program should be submitted about 12 months before safe driver emblems are issued. This allows the Risk Management Safe Driver Award Unit the necessary lead time to procure the anticipated supplies. Subsequent applications will be processed in the order received and Risk Management should be advised of presentation ceremonies so that processing can be adjusted accordingly.

7.0 A GUIDE TO DETERMINE ACCIDENT PREVENTABILITY

7.1 Defensive Driving

The Utica National Safe Driver Award Program is designed to recognized outstanding safe driving performance, not average performance. The Award is based on the concept of defensive driving: the ability to avoid accidents in spite of the wrong actions of other drivers and in spite of adverse driving conditions.

7.2 Standard of Performance

Accidents involve many different factors and it is difficult to set hard and fast rules to classify them PREVENTABLE or NON-PREVENTABLE. Each policyholder needs to answer the question, “What standard of safe driving performance do we expect of our drivers?” If a standard is lenient, it condones a mediocre level of safe driving performance. Drivers respect a strict interpretation of the rules so long as time and effort is taken to insure that these interpretations are made consistently and impartially. The following paragraphs are offered as a guide in determining the preventability of accidents.

7.3 Personal Vehicle and Personal Use of Employer Vehicles

If a driver operates a personal vehicle on company business, accidents sustained must be judged according to these rules. Accidents involving drivers operating their own vehicles during off-duty hours shall not be charged against the Safe Driver Award. Reimbursement mileage should be a guide to determine this factor.

7.4 Accidents Involving More Than One Driver, Vehicle or Rider

When two or more vehicles of a fleet enrolled in the Safe Driver Award program are involved in the same accident, each driver may be charged with a PREVENTABLE accident regardless of which one was primarily responsible for the occurrence. Although two or more employees may be riding in the same vehicle, a preventable accident will be charged only against the person operating this vehicle.

7.5 Witness Statements

Each driver involved in an accident usually contributes to it to some degree. If the “other driver” admits fault, it usually means that driver sees the contribution to the situation. Admission of fault by the “other driver,” a record of the “other driver” being cited for a traffic violation and witness or police statements of exoneration of the company driver are not, in themselves, conclusive evidence to adjudge an accident “non-preventable.” It’s probable that “your” driver contributed to the situation in some manner. Statements of exoneration are generally based on legal responsibility without regard to the definition of preventability used in these Safe Driver Award Rules. Consequently, a careful study must be made of all conditions to determine how the driver’s actions contributed to the outcome of the situation.

Unless thorough investigation indicates that the driver could not have avoided involvement, by reasonable defensive driving practice, the following types of accidents will be regarded as PREVENTABLE. 

7.6 Intersections

It’s the responsibility of professional drivers to approach, enter and cross intersections prepared to avoid accidents that might occur through the actions of other drivers. Complex traffic movement, blind intersections, or failure of the “other driver” to conform to law or traffic control devices will not automatically judge an accident as NON-PREVENTABLE. Intersection accidents are PREVENTABLE even though the professional driver has not violated traffic regulations. The driver’s failure to take precautionary measures prior to entering the intersection and anticipate actions (excess speed, crossing a lane in turning, or coming from behind a blind spot)  of the “other driver” results in a PREVENTABLE determination.

7.7 Backing

Practically all backing accidents are PREVENTABLE. A driver is not relieved of responsibility to back safely when a guide is involved in the maneuver. A guide cannot control the movement of the vehicle; therefore, the driver must check all clearances.

7.8 Front-End Collisions

Regardless of the abrupt or unexpected stop of the vehicle ahead, a driver can prevent front-end collisions by maintaining a safe following distance at all times. This includes being prepared for possible obstructions on the highway, either in plain view or hidden by the crest of a hill or the curve of a roadway. Over driving headlights at night is a common cause of front-end collisions. Night speed should not be greater than that which will permit the vehicle to come to a stop within the forward distance illuminated by the vehicle’s headlights.

7.9 Rear-End Collisions

Investigation often discloses that drivers risk being struck from behind by failing to maintain a margin of safety in the other driver’s following distance. Rear-end collisions preceded by a roll-back, and abrupt stop at a grade crossing, when a traffic signal changes, or when a driver fails to signal a turn at an intersection, should be charged PREVENTABLE. Failure to signal intentions or to slow down gradually contributes to rear-end collisions and they should be considered PREVENTABLE.

7.10 Passing

Failure to pass safely indicates faulty judgment and the possible failure to consider one or more of the important factors that must be observed before attempting the maneuver. Unusual actions of the driver being passed or of oncoming traffic might appear to exonerate a driver involved in a passing accident. However, the entire passing maneuver is voluntary and a driver’s responsibility.

7.11 Being Passed

Sideswipes and cut-offs while being passed are PREVENTABLE when a driver fails to yield to the passing vehicle by slowing down or moving to the right where possible.

7.12 Lane Encroachment

A safe driver is rarely a victim of entrapment by another driver when changing lanes. Similarly, entrapment in merging traffic is an indication of unwillingness to yield to other vehicles or to wait for a break in traffic. Blind spots are not valid excuses for lane encroachment accidents. Drivers must make extra allowances to protect themselves in areas of limited sight distances. Squeeze plays causing involvement with parked cars, pillars, and other road structures, can be prevented by dropping back when it is apparent that the other driver is forcing the issue or contesting a common portion of the road.

7.13 Grade Crossing

Collisions with fixed rail vehicles, such as trains and streetcars, occurring at grade crossing, in traffic, in a rail yard, switch area, or on private property are the responsibility of the professional driver to prevent. When a vehicle is parked across or adjacent to a rail, the driver must first determine if it’s safe and permissible, and furthermore, must stand by in case conditions change by the movement of rail cars during the parking interval.

7.14 Opposing Vehicles

It is extremely important to check the driver’s action when involved in a head-on or sideswipe accident with a vehicle approaching from the opposite direction. Exact location of vehicles, prior to and at the point of impact, must be carefully verified. Even though an opposing vehicle enters a driver’s traffic lane, it may be possible for a driver to avoid the collision.  For example, if the opposing vehicle was in a passing maneuver and your driver failed to slow down, stop, or move to the right to allow the other vehicle to re-enter its own lane, a driver failed to take action to prevent the occurrence. 

7.15 Turning

Turning movements, like passing maneuvers, require the most exacting care by a professional driver. “Squeeze plays” involving other vehicles, scooters, bicycles, or pedestrians are the responsibility of the driver making the turn. Failure to signal, to properly position the vehicle for the turn, to check the rearview mirrors, to check pedestrian lanes, or to take any other defensive actions should be considered. Sudden turns by other drivers should be carefully examined. You may find that your driver failed to take precautionary action from “tip-offs” from the other vehicle immediately preceding the accident. A U-turn that results in a collision is PREVENTABLE.

7.16 Passenger Accidents

Passenger accidents in any type vehicle are PREVENTABLE when they are caused by faulty operation of the vehicle. Even though the incident did not involve a collision of the vehicle, it must be considered PREVENTABLE when your driver stops, turns, or accelerates abruptly. Emergency action by the driver to avoid a collision that results in passenger injury should be checked to determine if proper driving prior to the emergency would have eliminated the need for the evasive maneuver.

7.17 Pedestrians

Traffic regulations and court decisions generally favor the pedestrian hit by a moving vehicle. An unusual route of a pedestrian at mid-block or from between parked vehicles does not necessarily relieve a driver from taking precautions to prevent such accidents. Whether or not speed limits are posted or the area is placarded with warning signs, speed too fast for conditions may be involved. School zones, shopping areas, residential streets, and other areas with special pedestrian traffic must be traveled at reduced speeds applicable to the particular situation. Bicycles, motor scooters, and similar equipment are generally operated by young and inexperienced operators. The driver who fails to reduce his speed when this type of equipment is operated within his sight distance has failed to take the necessary precautions to prevent an accident. Keeping within posted speed limits is not taking the proper precaution when unusual conditions call for voluntary reduction of speed.

7.18 Weather

Adverse weather conditions are not a valid excuse for being involved in an accident. Rain, snow, fog, sleet, or icy pavements have never caused an accident.  These conditions merely increase the hazards of driving. Failure to adjust driving to the prevailing weather conditions, or to “call it a day” when necessary, should be cause for deciding an accident preventable. Failure to use safety devices such as skid chains, defroster, window washers, driving lights, hazard lights or sanders provided for the vehicle, should result in a PREVENTABLE accident determination when it’s reasonable to expect the driver to use such devices.

7.19 Alleys, Driveways, and Plant Entrances

Accidents involving traffic originating from alley, driveways, plant entrances, and other special intersecting locations should be carefully analyzed to determine what measures the professional driver might have taken to avoid the accident. Failure to slow down, sound a warning or to yield to the other driver, can be considered cause to judge such an accident PREVENTABLE.

7.20 Fixed Objects

Collisions with fixed objects are PREVENTABLE. They usually involve failure to check or properly judge clearances. New routes, strange delivery points, resurfaced pavements under viaducts, inclined entrances to docks, marquees projecting over sections of road, and similar situations are not, in themselves, valid reasons for excusing a driver from being involved. A driver must be constantly on the lookout for such conditions and make the necessary allowances.

7.21 Private Property

When a driver is expected to make deliveries at unusual locations, construction sites, or on driveways not built to support heavy commercial vehicles, it’s the driver’s responsibility to discuss the operation with the proper authorities to obtain permission prior to entering the area.

7.22 Parking

Unconventional parking locations including double parking, or the failure to put out warning devices, generally constitute evidence for judging an accident PREVENTABLE. Roll-away accidents from a parked position should be classified PREVENTABLE. Failures to properly block wheels or to turn wheels toward the curb to prevent vehicle movement are possible causes.

7.23 Mechanical Failure

Any accident caused by mechanical failure that reasonably could have been detected by the driver, but went unheeded, should be judged PREVENTABLE. It’s the driver’s responsibility to report unsafe vehicle conditions for repairs and to obtain immediate repairs where continued operation might result in an accident. When mechanical difficulties occur unexpectedly during a trip, a driver, upon discovery, fails to check with his company for emergency instructions prior to an accident, the accident is PREVENTABLE.

7.24 Non-Collision

Many accidents, such as overturning, jack-knifing, or running off the road may result from emergency action by the driver to preclude being involved in a collision. Examination of the driving procedure prior to the accident may reveal speed too fast for conditions, or other factors. The driver’s actions prior to involvement should be examined for possible errors or lack of defensive driving practice.

7.25 Miscellaneous

Cargo damage, resulting form unsafe vehicle operation, is PREVENTABLE. When damage or injury occurs because the driver fails to prevent loads from projecting from the vehicle, keep loose objects from falling from the vehicle, secure tarpaulins/ chains/swinging doors, or lock/secure an unattended vehicle the incident should be labeled as PREVENTABLE.

7.26 Conclusion

It’s impractical to describe in detail the many ways that a driver might prevent an accident without being primarily or legally responsible. The paragraphs of this guide merely emphasize the most frequent occurrences.
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UTICA NATIONAL INSURANCE GROUP

APPLICATION FOR SAFE DRIVER AWARDS

INSTRUCTIONS:  Fill in columns (c) and (d) where applicable. PLEASE DO NOT COMPLETE COLUMNS FOR DRIVERS THAT ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR AWARDS AT THIS TIME. Pre-dated certificates cannot be accepted. Changes, additions and deletions should be made according to instructions in the Safe Driver Award Rules. Maintain duplicate records in your file.

Mail the form to: Risk Management Safe Driver Award Unit, 180 Genesee Street, New Hartford, NY 13413 or fax to 315–235-6629 or email to safedriverawards@uticanational.com
	(a) Drivers Name
	(b) Last Award Issued
	(c) Dates of All Preventable Accidents Since Last Award


	(d) Now Eligible For

	Last                          First
	
	Year
	Date
	
	Year
	Date

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     

	     
	     
	     
	    
	     
	
	    
	     


(c) List Additional Preventable Accidents on separate sheets








Submitted By:     
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Date:     
______________________________








Phone:      ______________________________
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